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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
ISC Statement on the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games 
 
The opening of the Olympic Games on August 8 of this year in Beijing ought to be a joyous 
occasion, where the people of the world’s largest nation host a great celebration of human 
achievement, giving them an unprecedented opportunity to share and engage with people 
from all parts of the world.  
 
Unfortunately, the government of China has failed to live up to the promises it made to the 
international community when it asked for the privilege to host the Olympic Games, namely 
to improve the conditions of human rights for all the people of China. It is now apparent that, 
rather than progress, human rights in China have only regressed since the Olympics were 
awarded to Beijing.   
 
We call on China to take urgent steps towards fulfilling its promises before the Games begin, 
including the following:  
 
1) Cease its military crackdown against the Tibetan people, welcome an international 

investigation of the events in recent weeks in Tibet, and enter into a genuine dialogue 
with the Dalai Lama;  

2) Release prisoners of conscience, in particular all those who have been imprisoned or 
detained for expressing doubts or criticism about the Olympics itself, such as Hu Jia, Ye 
Guozhu, and Yang Chunlin; and  

3) Fully implement the previously-promised lifting of restrictions on international media 
reporting. 

 
If China does not take these steps, we call on the international community, especially the 
members of the Community of Democracies, to take stronger steps to convey their 
disappointment. For example, political leaders of democracies should cancel or downgrade 
their attendance at the Games, in particular by not attending the opening ceremony. 
Regardless of China’s response, all members of the Community of Democracies must cease 
forthwith all attempts to restrict the freedom of expression of athletes and other participants 
in the Games, which are abhorrent measures in themselves.   
 
The Olympics have never been purely about sport, and precisely for that reason, they have 
the potential to bring positive change to countries that host it. We only hope that it is not too 
late for the people of China. 

 


